January: 

‘For Love, Not Money’ – 15th Tallinn Print Triennial
Place: Kumu Art Museum

Date: As part of the ‘For Love, Not Money’ exhibition (21 January–23 April 2011/8 May 2011 in main hall) & as part of ‘Mapping: Hits from the Ljubljana Graphics Biennales’ (2 January–17 April 2011)

www.triennial.ee  

The 15th Tallinn Print Triennial will be held at the Kumu Art Museum. The ‘For Love, Not Money’ exhibition will look at contemporary graphics in the broader context of the creation of and trends in modern art. The title refers to a theme which incorporates a number of definitions, including addiction, list, dedication, obligation, family, love, passion, objectification, romance, religion, political ties and sex. The project will be attempting to reflect current trends in modern art, set against the backdrop of the global financial crisis, and to examine problems associated with the creation, exhibiting and reception of art in this context. 

Contributing to the exhibition will be 51 invited artists and 63 additional artists who won places as part of a fiercely contested international competition. Part of the main exhibition will showcase the work of the grand prix winner from the last triennial, Colombian artist Óscar Muñoz. The triennial also traditionally shines the spotlight on art from the Baltic States, maintaining the fundamental identity of the event through the participation of artists from Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania. The exhibition will focus on the latest trends in modern art, including video, performance, photography and print media.

In addition, Kumu will also host works by grand prix winners from the Ljubljana graphics biennale – the oldest international event of its kind – as part of ‘Mapping’, an exhibition created by biennale curator Lilijana Stepančič. 

‘Fire and Ice’ party presents: 1st Fire Sculpture World Championships
Place: Around Tallinn and throughout Estonia

Date: 13–22 January (construction of snow sculptures throughout Estonia), 15 January (burning of fir trees and students’ fire sculptures in Mustamäe), 16 January (Fire Sculpture World Championship qualifiers at Admiraliteedi Inlet), 22 January (Fire Sculpture World Championship final at Snelli Pond) & 3–21 February (12 ice sculptures on Freedom Square as part of the Chinese New Year carnival)
www.valgusfestival.ee
Burning fir trees takes us back to the roots of pre-Christian folk tradition in Estonia, when people believed that celebratory fires lit in the dark depths of the year would encourage the sun to return, so that the world would not remain in cold darkness forever. In developing this tradition, the Festival of Light has added the impressive spectacle of fire sculptures, using art to highlight the magical meaning of fire. Old fir trees will be set alight in January as a joint cultural event designed to both entertain people and get them thinking about economical ways of life. The 1st Fire Sculpture World Championships, led by Fire Sculpture Association founder and 1st Fire Sculpture European Championships organiser Gunnar Carl Nilsson, will take the event to a new level. Offsetting the heat of the event will be the cool dignity of the ice and snow sculptures.

DocPoint Tallinn
Place: Kumu, Artis cinema & Sõprus cinema
Date: 27–30 January 2011

http://tallinn.docpoint.info
Having been held in Helsinki for a decade and in Tallinn for the last two years, DocPoint is a prestigious film event and the only festival based in the Estonian capital specializing in documentaries. A cultural bridge between Estonia and Finland, and a practical and logical form of cooperation, the result is a new festival exclusively devoted to documentaries, which broadens visual experiences for citizens of the world who are curious about their home.

The festival takes place in the capitals of both countries. To Estonian spectators, it offers a wide array of the year’s best documentary films. Retrospectives and meetings with film-makers are also planned. In addition, there is a special programme focusing on the countries bordering the Baltic Sea and the current state of art in the region.

February: 

Simpel Session 11
Place: Saku Arena
Date: 2–7 February 2011
www.session.ee
Over the years, Simpel Session has gone from a local competition to an internationally known and loved extreme sports event, drawing more and more foreign competitors and famous riders each year and reaching an audience of millions worldwide through the medium of video. Simpel Session 2011 is a weekend full of spectacular experiences from around 200 top cyclists and skateboarders from all over the world. Among other things, Simpel Session will allow onlookers to vicariously enjoy top-ranking international and Estonian skateboarding and BMX stars. As always, the competition will take place in an infectious and unbridled atmosphere. Besides the film festival and various galas and banquets that also take place, the programme includes a number of surprises related to the Capital of Culture.

Maslenitsa
Place: Tallinn’s Song Festival Grounds

Date: 5 March 2011

Estonians have many interesting and unusual Shrovetide traditions, such as sledding to predict the length to which their flax will grow, eating pig’s trotters and buns with whipped cream, and making children’s tops out of pork bones! Other peoples living in Estonia have their own Shrovetide traditions. What is eaten on Shrove Tuesday in the Russian culture? What games are played? What kinds of dances are there? What is the secret of making gigantic pancakes? Why are hay-stuffed scarecrows set on fire at the end of the festivities? Maslenitsa is the best way to get acquainted with Russian Shrovetide customs and enjoy a fantastic carnival.

Shrovetide week at the Open Air Museum
Place: Estonian Open Air Museum
Date: 5–8 March 2011
www.evm.ee
In the Capital of Culture year, the motto of the Open Air Museum is ‘Time has a story’, and many great events will be held. One of them is Shrove Tuesday – the last day of winter fun and feasting before the season of Lent and fasting. On this day, people eat pig’s trotters and rich pea soup, fashion tops out of bone, play Shrovetide games and slide over the snow as far as they can. It’s all part of ancient fertility rituals and making sure that the year ahead will be a good one. In the old days, Shrove Tuesday was a women’s holiday, and the fairer sex were forbidden from doing almost any work. Instead, they would go to the tavern, have a drink, dance and predict the future using the thigh bones of a pig. In 2011, Shrove Tuesday falls on 8 March – International Women’s Day – and thus it has particularly strong feminine power.

Silent pictures go loud 

Place: Kumu auditorium & Russian Cultural Centre 

Date: 19 February–5 March 2011

A long time ago, all films were silent. Even after the soundtrack arrived, silent films retained a certain charm and mystery – a different backdrop makes the film itself different. In 2011, a year in which Tallinn will be telling seaside stories, Estonian and world classics meet acclaimed sound technicians representing different styles and maritime countries. Five concert screenings will bring surprising soundscapes in which the silent films are seen almost entirely in their original form – the only different thing being the soundtracks, developed by talented and internationally acclaimed musicians over half a year. The genres and themes flow into one another and the silent films shout: “The world is one and cultural boundaries exist only in outdated thoughts”.

Object no. 2011: Innerworld
Place: Freedom Square

Date: February - March 2011

Life is a series of small problems. If it’s dark, how do you make it light? If it’s cramped, where do you find space? If a person’s eyes are dull, how do you make them sparkle? If you’re sad, where do you draw happiness from? If it’s stuffy, where do you get some air? If you have form, where do you find content? If you have yin, where does yang come from? And in the northern climes of Estonia, if it’s cold, how do you make yourself warm? Sometimes it seems as though it’s impossible to find answers to these questions. But sometimes you need to put the impossible to the test, even though the result may be as suicidal as wearing nothing but a tie, however stylish, against the cold.

This work is presented as an installation. It is knowingly naïve and clearly wants to do the impossible: condense the entire Estonian art world into one work. The installation focuses on people. It attempts to bring this living art as close to the people of the city as possible, in the most direct sense of the word – and at its deepest and most immediate level.

March: 

Erkki-Sven Tüür’s Awakening
Place: Estonia Concert Hall

Date: Premiere on 10 March 2011
www.epcc.ee
www.concert.ee
Erkki-Sven Tüür, one of the best-known Estonian composers, is writing a new piece for the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir and Chamber Orchestra to mark Tallinn’s year as European Capital of Culture. The composer says that the work examines the mystery of spring rebirth: “It is the meeting of the almost pantheistic-ancient Estonia and Christianity. It features some of the core liturgical texts related to Easter (in Latin), but also the poetry of Hölderlin (in German) and that of Juhan Liiv, Ernst Enno, Jaan Kaplinski and Doris Kareva (in Estonian).”

Tüür’s piece is to be performed by the Estonian Philharmonic Chamber Choir and Sinfonietta Riga, conducted by Daniel Reuss. The concert will be broadcast on Klassikaraadio. Awakening, as a work carrying the message of the Capital of Culture, will not only be performed in Tallinn, but also in Tartu, Riga and Berlin in the spring.

Storytelling Saves the World
Place: Tallinn city centre
Date: 20 March–30 November 2011
Who doesn’t like listening to stories? Story-telling is an exciting form of expression – one of the oldest there is in every culture, passing on their heritage and history. In telling stories we provide people with the experience, knowledge and values that are needed for life to go on.

The vernal equinox is World Storytelling Day. As part of the story-telling series, the very best storytellers from all over the world will meet in Tallinn to tell tales of the sea and the influence it, and through it other cultures, have had on us over the centuries. The series will run until 30 November, which will be Estonian Story Day. Until then all story lovers will be able to live the magic of story-telling as part of story evenings and workshops.

Tallinn Music Week
Place: Concert venues around Tallinn

Date: 24–26 March 2011

www.tallinnmusicweek.ee
www.musiccase.ee
Tallinn Music Week started in 2009 with a plan to introduce the entire world to Estonian music, from jazz and folk to punk and metal. A kind of crash course in Estonian music was born, which on one spring weekend in 2011 will fill all of Tallinn’s clubs, theatres and cellar bars with the freshest and most exciting Estonian music there is.

Tallinn Music Week will be attended by close to a hundred influential forces in the world of music from around Europe. Invitees include festival directors, organisers, managers, agents, record companies, publishers and journalists from prestigious international media publications. Tallinn Music Week is a large-scale party for Estonians and foreign fans and an opportunity for talented Estonian musicians to get noticed outside the country’s borders.

Cinema in the city
Place: Around Tallinn

Date: March–November 2011

Rooftop cinema 

A rooftop cinema or open-air movie theatre on a roof terrace in the heart of the city is a place that is the product of creative souls and dedicated film fans. The rooftop cinema brings fans an incomparable cinema experience in a unique environment – now, up on the Tallinn skyline, you can see a selection of quality films ranging from timeless and cult classics to the latest releases. The unique flavours of new Nordic cuisine, a rooftop café and a spacious sun deck enrich the atmosphere. A big screen and even bigger experience!

www.katusekino.ee
Guerrilla cinema 

Guerrilla cinema declares war on tastelessness, indifference, megalomania, boredom and ignorance and does so by conquering cinema and city space metre by metre. No guerrilla movement in the world has ever announced the time of its coming, and guerrilla cinema is no exception. You will only find out when the time is upon you! 

April: 

Cityrama Tallinn 
Place: Russian Theatre
Date: 20 April – 6 May 2011
www.bigartgroup.com
www.veneteater.ee
According to writer Italo Calvino, a city is composed of the relations between its spatial dimensions and past events. Cityrama is an interactive installation and night-time performance uniting, at a state-of-the-art level, theatre and video installations, giving city life a boost and creating live and interactive television. The event starts with a workshop by Russian Theatre actors in which participants will master their acting style. The participants will produce their own short films, based on themes such as community, self-expression, identity, mediatisation and the art of observation. At the same time, footage will be filmed around Tallinn for the final performance. In the second phase of the event, an installation will be completed in the Russian Theatre; it will open during the day and be supplemented with the help of actors at night, offering an hour-long performance.
POT Tallinn Festival
Place: Von Krahl Theatre, Katel, Kanuti Gildi SAAL, Russian Theatre, cultural centres & city space 

Date: 20 April – 6 May 2011
www.pot.ee  

POT is dedicated to new art, to artists who have their own vision of the world, and to audiences who dare to doubt their own vision of the world. With theatre, music, dance, film, visual arts and every conceivable combination of the above, POT is a cosmopolitan urban festival that explores different facets of the performing arts. Estonia’s oldest theatre festival, Baltoscandal, and the Temps D’images series of events join forces to introduce new names from all over the world to Tallinn’s performing arts. Along with Baltoscandal, Rakvere Theatre will also be relocating to Tallinn for the week and undertaking a range of endeavours in cultural centres around Tallinn and at the Russian Theatre. A new tradition will be instilled in the city – two festival weeks full of exciting theatre, dance and music events.

Contemporary Art Triennial for School Students: Eksperimenta!
Place: Tallinn’s Song Festival Grounds, Maarjamäe Castle & city space
Date: 26 April–14 June 2011

www.eksperimenta.net
Eksperimenta! is a contemporary art triennial for school kids. It is a unique art event that challenges education to break free from school walls and interact creatively with the world around us. The main topic of Eksperimenta! – Space – will bring to the Song Festival Grounds interpretations (ranging from city space to picture space and from geopolitics to psycho-geography) from curators from more than a dozen countries. The creators of the works are not professional artists, but rather young people between the ages of 14 and 19.

The opening week of the triennial will not only feature a contemporary art and education integration programme, but also an event called ‘IDEElaboratoorium’ and a number of workshops, concerts, art festivals and picnics. Eksperimenta! welcomes teachers and students, artists and art aficionados, class field trips, even demonstrators. At the end of eighties the Song Festival Grounds were the starting point of an unprecedented singing revolution, now it’s the turn of education.
Jazzkaar presents:
Punkt Tallinn – opening of Jazzkaar 2011 

Place: House of the Black Heads

Date: 20–21 April 2011

www.jazzkaar.ee
www.jazz.ee
www.punktfestival.no
The Norwegian Punkt festival has garnered worldwide fame due to its special concept: concerts are followed by freeform interpretations of the music – a live remix – in which both the audience and musicians can participate. On 20 and 21 April, Punkt will visit Tallinn for the first time and open the 22nd Jazzkaar festival. Performing at the House of the Black Heads will be Punkt founders Jan Bang and Erik Honoré, Norwegian musicians Sidsel Endresen and Eivind Aarset, Jon Hassell from the US and the Noorus mixed choir, the Weekend Guitar Trio, Ensemble U and several other Estonian performers. The concerts will feature music by Veljo Tormis, Helena Tulve, Tatjana Kozlova and other Estonian and Norwegian composers. 

Jazz ambassador Dave Liebman (USA) at the Jazzkaar festival 2011
Place: Tallinn & Ida-Viru County

Date: 24–27 April 2011 

www.jazz.ee
www.jazzkaar.ee
www.daveliebman.com 

The legendary American saxophonist and composer Dave Liebman became a member of Miles Davis’s band in the 1980s and has shared the stage with some of the greatest musicians from the USA and Europe. This time, the maestro is paired with top Estonian musicians Kristjan Randalu, Jaak Sooäär, Mihkel Mälgand and Tanel Ruben. In his role of jazz ambassador, Liebman will award jazz prizes all over Estonia and will also work with young Estonian musicians, giving a series of master classes.

Concerts by the Dave Liebman Quintet (USA/Estonia) will be held on 26 April at the Russian Cultural Centre in Tallinn and on 27 April in Ida-Viru County.

Partners: US Embassy & Cultural Endowment of Estonia

Jazzkaar in the city
Place: Tallinn city space

Date: 24–30 April 2011

www.jazzkaar.ee 

This is an improvisational city space project that got off to a successful start in April 2010 as part of International Jazz Month. The project aims to raise interest in and bring jazz music to people in the city. Acclaimed young musicians from other countries will work with local musicians in Tallinn – and new concepts, developed on the spot, will involve musicians and artists from other fields (such as dancers and poets). Every day, two to four improvisational concerts will be performed in a public space – a park, street, plaza or elsewhere. A joint public concert will be held on 30 April 2011. 

The European Jazz Orchestra at the Jazzkaar festival 2011
Place: Russian Cultural Centre

Date: 27 April 2011
www.jazzkaar.ee
www.swinging-europe.com
The European Jazz Orchestra was founded in 1996. Each year, the orchestra has a new line-up, a new repertoire and a new conductor. Experts nominate the best musicians in their respective countries and the best young professionals from all over Europe play in concert together. The EJO’s Tallinn concert will be heard live, or almost live, on all radio stations in the European Broadcasting Union. This time around, the music will be written by composers from two neighbouring countries, Raul Sööt (Estonia) and Jere Laukkanen (Finland), who will conduct the orchestra. In addition to the Tallinn concert, one will also be held at Turku’s Sigyn Hall.

Giant Jazz: Jazzkaar 2011 headline act Bobby McFerrin
Place: Nokia Concert Hall

Date: 28 April 2011 (workshops) & 29 April 2011 (concert)

www.jazzkaar.ee 

www.bobbymcferrin.com   

Bobby McFerrin is one of the most charismatic and unique artists in the music world today. A ten-time Grammy winner, he is well known as both a musician and conductor and had worked with a large number of symphony orchestras. In his vocal improvisation he masterfully weaves together jazz, folk and classical music. Every concert he gives is different to the last and unlike any other, with plenty of surprises in store for audiences. He also often involves local musicians in his concerts. Come and meet a master of his genre and a very special person!

May:
Gate(way)s: Art and Networked Culture
Date: 13 May–25 September 2011

Place: Kumu art museum

www.ekm.ee/kumu  

www.goethe.de/tallinn 

The summer’s grand exhibition ‘Gate(way)s’ presents new, experimental, media-based forms of art by Europe’s younger generation. The projects are a study of how digital networks and technology influence our everyday lives, activities and perception. At the centre of this are works that deal, in various ways, with gateways to information and knowledge in today’s digital, networked culture, and offer up alternatives to the mainstream consumerist approach. The now traditional means of communication, access to information and knowledge are all called into question, and the audience is encouraged to actively participate and acquire new experiences. The exhibition establishes a connection with the Tallinn cityscape via performances, audio-visual installations and other events.

MIM goes sustainable
Place: Last stop on the Cultural Kilometre

Date: 4 - 9 May 2011

www.mimproject.org
In autumn 2009, the independent research group MIMproject started battling the money-wasting theatre dinosaur, aspiring to a kind of technological theatre whose artistic value would not depend on electricity from a wall socket connected to the public utility company’s grid. This project will culminate in 2011 with an independent theatre performance in which energy plays a central role: transforming, generating, reproducing, and always ephemeral, between people, between machines, and between people and machines. Performers, technicians and the public will create an energy bubble that finally disappears with a bang. The audience will consist of keen, can-do people who are looking for answers to questions in their lives that they have not even been able to formulate.

Partners: Kanuti Gildi SAAL, Association of Experimental Electronics (Finland) & Invaldi Robot Factory (Finland)

‘HeadRead’ literature festival
Place: Kirjanike Maja & venues throughout the city

Date: 26–29 May 2011

www.headread.ee 

HeadRead will be slightly different in 2011 – it will be a party lasting pretty much all year! Literary events will be starting in the autumn: preliminary rounds of the Poetry Slam competition; a visit from renowned British fantasy author Angie Sage; the Estonian Writers Union’s autumn library tour and literary conference ‘The Library of Babylon’; and Literary Wednesdays. The Cabaret Interruptus team will also be continuing to weave together literature, music and theatre.

The festival is holding negotiations with world-class writers (William Boyd and Boris Akunin), while British fantasy authors will be in attendance, as will the best poets from sister Capital of Culture Turku, and of course the most exciting names in contemporary Estonian literature. The Dovlatov Days will be held, there will be literary trips, events in community centres and jazz poetry evenings. In a word: a literary spectacular!

NO99 Straw Theatre
Place: Skoone bastion

Date: 30 April –30 September 2011

www. pohuteater.no99.ee
NO99 Straw Theatre is the biggest event especially created for the Culture Capital year. It is an installation, a public space and a venue for cultural events. Straw Theatre will be built on the Skoone bastion, next to the famous Old Town of Tallinn. It will be open from May to September 2011 and after that, it will disappear. 

NO99 Straw Theatre, based on the idea of Ene-Liis Semper, an internationally renowned video- and stage artist and director, is a functional installation surrounded by a consumption-free public space. Everybody is welcome to do their morning workout there, play with their children on the playground, read intellectually enthralling magazines, eat healthy food or just listen to the birds singing and gaze at the sea. 

From May to September NO99 Straw Theatre will host numerous famous contemporary artists with plays, space- and sound installations. Among others the creation of Sebastian Nübling, Gob Squad, Christoph Schlingensief, Kristian Smeds, Nature Theatre of Oklahoma, Siren can be seen.

The curator of the programme is award-winning Theatre NO99 and its creative directors Tiit Ojasoo and Ene-Liis Semper, who themselves will bring productions and projects to stage. 

Tallinn’s Noah’s Ark
Place: Grusbeke Tower on Tallinn’s city walls

Date: May–December 2011

www.ukk.ee 

A ‘sanctuarium’ is a place disconnected from any other. It is a sanctuary that protects us from the chaos of the modern world. A protected area where man and nature can coexist. A ship designed to save endangered species can’t be just another zoo or botanical garden, but must uncover the true nature of these threatened flora and fauna, and do so without placing the few of them that remain or their habitats at further risk. And that’s exactly what Tallinn’s Noah’s Ark is – a sanctuary for plants and animals facing extinction. 

In ordinary terms, art is a matter of pride. But art and theatre can be found in nature, too.

That’s where you find true harmony.

June:
LIFT11
Place: Tallinn public spaces

Date: May–September 2011

www.lift11.ee 

The LIFT11 festival of urban installations tries out different forms of urban art specific to their location. The idea is to shine the spotlight on everyday urban space and its use, from areas that are charged with layers of meaning to places people tend not to take much notice of as part of their daily routine. The city is a much more diverse place than the picture-postcard view suggests, enriched by the different ways in which it is used, the different identities it takes on, the different habits it has and the different stories it tells of its past. The festival installations, somewhere on the border between art and architecture, are one-off, temporary actions designed to make people more aware of the space they inhabit. The designers of the pieces, chosen through a public competition, are artists residing in Estonia, and there is an additional programme for international partnership projects. The broader aim of the festival is to generate discussion on the creation process and forms of use of contemporary urban space and the role and scope of influence of artistic intervention. The preparation programme running from autumn 2010 to spring 2011, which will be open to all, will involve reading groups, lectures, debates and smaller actions related to themes of public art.

30th annual Tallinn Old Town Days
Place: Old Town Tallinn
Date: 28 May–5 June 2011
www.vanalinnapaevad.ee
The leitmotif of this cultural event – which is becoming more and more international – is a unified European cultural space and a common spiritual home for all European peoples. German, Danish, Russian, Swedish and Finnish influences and cultural artefacts can be found in the architecture of this ancient city. The lavish programme includes concerts, performances and the ‘Tallinn Treff’ theatre festival, sports events and other fun activities, while a classical music and church day will bring thousands back to the font of high culture. 

Held since 1982, this traditional summer festival is one of the red-letter events for the people of Tallinn, with plenty to do for children, teens, adults and seniors alike. There are events that will touch your heart, make you laugh with joy, and provide you with pleasant moments spent alone between the city walls, in the ambience of times long since passed.

Tallinn Treff festival
Place: Lai Street & Tallinn’s Old Town

Date: 28 May–1 June 2011

www.nuku.ee
Treff is fast becoming Estonia’s biggest international street festival, with some of the world’s leading visual theatre artists providing amazing experiences and presenting the public with the new theatre generation from Estonia and abroad. There are lectures and workshops, and you can enjoy puppet art, dance, theatre, art exhibitions and music events. In the evenings there are performances in theatres, and during the festival an exhibition entitled ‘1000 Puppets’ will be opened in the Puppet Museum, as well as a city-wide exhibition of Penosil foam sculptures.

Theatre students from different countries will be taking part, and the production ‘Mapamundi’ will be created for the festival under renowned Spanish painter and director Joan Baixas.

Centred on Tallinn’s Old Town, the festival will fill the Lai Street area with fun for everyone for five whole days. 

Sasha Pepelyaev’s Dancing Tower – join the high flyers
Place: Cultural Kilometre
Date: premiere on 14 April in Turku; 6–12 June 2011 in Tallinn
www.aurinkobaletti.com

Produced to mark Aurinkobaletti’s 30th anniversary, the Dancing Tower will rise into the firmament of Tallinn and Turku in the cities’ year as European Capitals of Culture in 2011. The ten-metre tower represents the core of humanity: a soul bursting with energy, creativity and dreams.

Dancing Tower fuses dance with physical theatre and music, presenting captivating tricks, trained monsters, ventriloquists, fire and water. In this genuinely unique and inspirational experience, around twenty performers defy fear to acrobatically scale a steel tower.
The international project features artists from Finland, Russia, Estonia and the United States. The moving force behind the performance is visionary Sasha Pepelyaev.

Founded in 1981, the Turku Aurinkobaletti is a well-known, high-calibre dance troupe whose repertoire includes productions for both adults and children. The troupe has been collaborating with Raija Lehmussaari, Urmas Poolemets and Sasha Pepelyaev for many years. Aurinkobaletti has also worked with internationally acclaimed choreographers like Carolyn Carlson, Kilina Crémona, Boris Eifman, Virpi Pahkinen, Tommi Kitti, Marjo Kuusela, Kirsi Monni and Arja Raatikainen.

Nargenfestival presents:  Timo Steiner’s opera Two Heads
Date: 9–11 June 2011

Place: Noblessner foundry

www.nargenfestival.ee 

This opera is about the experiments conducted by the Russian surgeon Vladimir Demikhov in the 1950s, as part of which the scientist grafted extra heads onto dogs in order to study scientific possibilities for the betterment of mankind. The main characters are a loyal old dog called Sultan and the young, revolutionary-minded Sharik. There is an operation; the hybrid dog vanishes; and those conducting the experiments change.

Naissaar, otherwise known as Nargen, is an island a couple of nautical miles from Tallinn. Hardly anyone lives there. However, world-famous conductor Tõnu Kaljuste has made the impossible possible: the village of Lõunaküla at the southern end of the island is now home to one of the most exotic concert halls in Europe – Omari Barn. The Nargen Festival, created by Kaljuste, was designed so that its venues can be accessed by sea. It has become one of the biggest events in Estonian music culture.

July:
Exhibition of aerial photographs by Yann Arthus-Bertrand
Place: Tallinn public spaces
Date: July–September 2011
www.yannarthusbertrand.org
www.tallinn2011.ee
Yann Arthus-Bertrand is from a centuries-long line of jewellery artists. For decades he has been a world name in aerial photography, and the theme of his exhibitions is often the proximity of beauty and danger. Beauty is not always a sign of imminent danger or death, but danger may be near and it is something to be aware of. In 2011, all who live in the Capital of Culture will be able to enjoy his superb work around Tallinn. 

This project has been made possible thanks to the cooperation of the Centre Culturel Francais.

11th youth song and dance festival – ‘The Land and the World’
Place: Tallinn Song Festival Grounds

Date: 1–3 July 2011

www.laulupidu.ee
The 11th youth song and dance festival tells seaside stories about Estonia and its people. We all understand the world through our own eyes. Large is large and small is small only when they are side by side. A small person’s world might be much bigger than an adult’s. And a very small nation can be very big even if their land seems small and the world seems big. The land and the world meet where yearning ends and love begins. A yearning to see the world eventually leads to a desire to return. Only here are our tales of forests, the sea, land and trees born. Stories that those who have gone before us have preserved, those who are alive today are adding to and those who are yet to come will remember. The world begins in a small land. We will tell all of these stories together at Tallinn’s Song Festival Grounds. 

Helimärgid / Tuned City Tallinn
Place: City space

Date: Workshops and place-specific special events in late spring and early summer 2011 & 4–10 July (performances, exhibitions and conference/seminar)

www.tunedcity.net/tallinn
www.moks.ee
Listen to Tallinn with new ears! Buildings are usually described in visual terms, but it is precisely our sense of hearing that allows us to experience space and move around in it. Tuned City will be organising sound performances, place-specific exhibitions, discussions and workshops and musical walking tours in the city. All this will be complemented by a paper map of Tallinn’s aural landmarks – acoustic markers that give the city its identity, shape the way we interact with the city and shape residents’ and visitors’ impressions of it. Tuned City is an exciting cross-section of the work of European artists, researchers and thinkers, each of whom will bring to Tallinn their ideas of sounds and space – all of the events will take place in ear-opening locations around the city.

Partners: MoKS, Kunsti ja Sotsiaalpraktika (Mooste) & the Sonology Institute – Royal Conservatory (The Hague)

Tallinn Maritime Days
Place: Tallinn Bay, marina, Lennusadam harbour & Peetri harbour

Date: 15–17 July 2011

www.tallinnamerepaevad.ee

While it is true that Tallinn is on the seashore, its residents would appear to be living with their backs turned to the sea. It is a paradox. The reason for this is probably that during the Soviet occupation the sea was a closed zone which was not easy to access. The Capital of Culture and Tallinn Maritime Days intend to resolve this paradox and get the people of Tallinn to turn their faces to the sea again – to be aware that we are a maritime city, and study how the sea shapes our identity. 

2011 will be a major step forward in this. Besides the Maritime Days schedule at the Port of Tallinn and the Lennusadam and Peetri harbours, a seaside promenade will open for pedestrians along with the Maritime Museum’s grand exhibition in the Lennusadam seaplane hangars, which are regarded as an architectural marvel and which have been fully renovated by KOKO Architects. In the Capital of Culture year we will also be expecting the Krusenstern, one of the grandest four-masted sailing ships in the world, to dock in Tallinn.

Nargen Festival water carnival

Date: 15 July 2011

Place: Town Hall Square & port area

www.nargenfestival.ee 

This water carnival, which will form the opening event of Tallinn’s Maritime Days, will draw Tallinn’s residents and visitors to the city’s waterfront to discover it for themselves. A procession, helped along by performing arts students, will wind its way from Town Hall Square in the Old Town to the port area, where audiences will enjoy a performance of commedia dell’arte. The majority of activities forming part of the event will take place on the shore: concerts and performances as part of the procession – including ‘Sea Dreams’, a concert of Irish shanties – which will take in the Katel, the Maritime Museum and Lennusadam harbour along the way. Films will also be shown depicting cultures and traditions related to the sea. Some events will also be taking place at sea: a regatta between Naissaar and Peetri harbours, and a display of unique yachts from France, which will sail into Peetri harbour for the Maritime Days. The pan-European choir Europa Cantat will be giving a concert at the Noblessner foundry on the evening of 15 July.

European Athletics Junior Championships Tallinn 2011
Date: 21–24 July 2010

Place: Kadriorg Stadium (Roheline aas 24, Tallinn)

From 21 to 24 July 2011 the European Athletics Junior Championships will be held in Tallinn – the biggest athletics competition in the European Capital of Culture programme. More than 1600 foreign visitors will arrive in Tallinn as members of the official delegations to enjoy the atmosphere of a major sports event. Estonians have enjoyed particular success in track and field, so what could be better than continuing the tradition by hosting a major championship?

2011 will be a very important year for many young Estonians. People’s dreams do not often come true in sport, but the fact that juniors are coming to Tallinn will certainly improve the odds. This is an extraordinary opportunity for young Estonians to fulfil their dreams, right here in Tallinn. We look forward to seeing all athletics fans at Kadriorg Stadium!

August: 
Gilgamesh et al.
Place: Katel
Date: August 2011

www.vonkrahl.ee
Peeter Jalakas’ international tour de force takes in several epics, sailing from prehistory to the present day, from Gilgamesh and Homer’s Odyssey to Sigismund Von Krahl’s well-known contemporary epic musical, Double Helix & Kvant Mechanix.

Due to the cyclical universe and the inevitable return of hope, it is again time to delve into the stories of people’s errant life journeys. International cooperation between practitioners of very different art forms produces a creative incarnation rich in possibilities on the Baltic Sea and its shores. “The past is never the past, and the future is just God’s memory, which is not longer than the stroke made by a rower,” says the galley slave, persisting with his usual stereotypes.

60 seconds of solitude in year zero
Place: Tallinn Bay

Date: August 2011
www.60sec.ee
This is a unique ceremony on Tallinn Bay. A full-length, open-air cinema session featuring one-minute films made by directors from all over the world specially for the event. It is also the premiere of a film anthology – as part of the ceremony, the sole copy of the film will be burnt during the screening, right before viewers’ eyes. Each frame of the film will be lost forever. Just like every second in a minute, or a moment in your life. It is a homage to larger-than-life cinema’s fragile fabric, unsullied prophecy, and those you watch, see and remember.

New Circus Festival ‘Circus Tree’
Place: Kadriorg Park

Date: 5–14 August 2011

www.tsirkus.ee
Circus Tree presents the current state of European youth circus: troupes from Germany, England, Finland, Belgium, the Netherlands and Russia all take part and an Estonian youth circus will also perform their latest work. The circus today has evolved from a place for the entertainment-oriented display of tricks and stunts to an extremely innovative art form. It is a multidisciplinary form of performance art. A modern circus’s performances are in essence artistic events that are intellectually provoking, aesthetically pleasing, captivating and enjoyable, often featuring a blend of live music, choreography and acrobatic mastery. 

Partners: Kadriorg Park, Landesvereinigung Kulturelle Jugendbildung Niedersachen e. V, Albert & Friends Instant Circus, Circus Elleboog, Circus in Beweging & Salpaus Further Education; supporters: The Education, Audio-visual and Culture Executive Agency (EACEA) & Cultural Endowment of Estonia

Song of Freedom
Place: Tallinn Song Festival Grounds
Date: 20 August 2011
www.tallinn2011.ee
This massive event at Tallinn’s Song Festival Grounds will feature rock and pop musicians from Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Finland, Sweden and Russia and special guests from Iceland. The free concert will celebrate the 20th anniversary of the restoration of independence of the Republic of Estonia, and also serve as the kick-off event for Iceland Day.

TeateTants-2011 (Relay Dance 2011)
Place: Roads all over Estonia
Date: 20–28 August 2011
www.errs.ee
In the course of the week-long undertaking known as TeateTants-2011, participants will cover more than a thousand kilometres of Estonia’s roads. The event kicks off on Town Hall Square in the Old Town of Tallinn and continues on through all fifteen counties in Estonia, including its islands – playing music and dancing all the while. Relay dancing is a truly unique opportunity to spread the Capital of Culture message countrywide and connect all of Estonia. At least 5000 dancers and musicians from around Estonia will take part in the event. Besides folk dance devotees, people representing other styles are welcome, along with choir singers. It would be great to see singing dancers and dancing singers!

Parsifal 
Place: Noblessner foundry 

Date: 25–28 August 2011 

www.opera.ee  

Making its Estonian debut, Parsifal, the last opera written by Richard Wagner, is one of the most complex pieces in the history of the genre, and presents a challenge to its soloists, orchestra and choir alike. Being staged in the Noblessner foundry as part of the Nargen Festival, it is a uniquely expressive and multi-layered piece for audiences to appreciate, described by the composer as a Bühnenweihfestspiel or ‘festivity dedicated to the stage’. The musical language of the opera is bold, contemporary and extremely colourful. Gustav Mahler remarked upon the great soul and suffering of the opera upon seeing it. The musical director and conductor is Arvo Volmer, with conductor Risto Joost, director Nicola Raab (Germany), designer Robert Innes Hopkins (UK) and lighting designer David Cunningham (Scotland). 

Stalking Stalker
Place: Katel
Date: 24–26 August 2011

“A true artist does not experiment or search; he finds.” – Andrei Tarkovski

‘Stalking Stalker’ is a festival taking place in the city where Russian director Andrei Tarkovski made his most famous film, Stalker. The festival focuses on contemporary music, visual arts and film. The central theme is the opening of the Zone (something fans of the film will recognise) in what is now the Katel. The performers and artists invited to take part in the festival will express their personal connection with Tarkovski’s film and look for a space for their vision in Tallinn, at the stop at the end of the world. The event consists of concerts, a ‘live cinema’ programme, a programme of films with a Tarkovski tie-in at Sõprus cinema and an exhibition of work by visionary artists from Estonia and around the world.

Dovlatov Days in Tallinn
Place: Estonian Writers Union, Russian Theatre, National Library
Date: 25–27 August 2011

www.dovlatov.ee 

This international literary festival is dedicated to the 70th anniversary of the birth of one of the best known Russian writers ever to have resided in Tallinn – Sergei Dovlatov (1941–1990). The event, which is designed for aficionados of Estonian and Russian literature, will showcase Dovlatov as a writer and as a person, and take a close look at his work, including Compromise, in which Tallinn itself plays a central role. A literary symposium will be held, dedicated to Dovlatov, and there will also be an exhibition on his life, a film night, theatre projects, a cultural excursion entitled ‘In the Footsteps of Dovlatov’ and a memorial concert.

Partners: Estonian Writers Union, Consumetric OÜ, NPO Pushkin Institute & Lermontov Central Library (St Petersburg)
Tuuker
Place: Tallinn, Helsinki & St Petersburg
Date: August–September 2011
www.tallinn2011.ee
A large-format and place-specific horror show uniting elements of music, animation, architecture, photography, cinema, literature, painting, academic tedium and the spectacular ecstasy of urban space. Tuuker makes its appearance gradually and for one time only before the eyes and in the dreams of the inhabitants of this Baltic Sea city. Surfacing in the Tallinn, Helsinki and St Petersburg night, Tuuker proceeds from Neolithic prehistory right up to the present day – avoiding the clichés of recent history. It goes even further, making cruel use of cliff-drawing aristocracy, the ambition of laser technology and genre-bending hypnosis. The path of Tuuker leads, as always, deeper. Deeper, to a place where the myths that these three complex and inscrutable peoples of the Gulf of Finland region tell about themselves, their excessive self-confidence and the Sun Wheel hardly penetrate.

September:
The Black Rider
Place: Katel
Date: September 2011
www.vatteater.ee
Inspired by the German folk tale Der Freischütz, Robert Wilson, rock icon Tom Waits and Beat writer William S. wrote a demonic and farcical allegory of the modern individual – his alienation, insincerity and relationship with evil. Ultimately, the only thing left is to flee to the sea and become purified of all that is ‘human’. The Black Rider is one of the most successful and iconoclastic musical theatre productions of recent decades. After its much-praised premiere in 1990, the musical was performed in numerous theatres until the performance rights were revoked by the writers. The publisher has given special permission for this exclusive Estonian premiere.

Partners: German Cultural Institute / Goethe Institute, Embassy of the United States of America & German Embassy

Uus Maailm street festival
Place: Uus Maailm neighbourhood
Date: 3-4 September 2011
www.uusmaailm.ee
This, the fifth street festival in the series, is the event of the year for the Uus Maailm Society: a distillation of the organisation’s core values. The event is different each time, but undisputedly has a local face. On the two days of the festival, traffic is stopped in the neighbourhood and the streets are full of interesting things to do: a street market, cafes, exhibitions, concerts, circuits, workshops and more.

This time around, the focus will be on public space, and a search for ways of making it more home-like, giving the streets more potential uses than just getting from point A to B. The festivities will take over the entire neighbourhood: theatre performances in a forgotten courtyard, an exhibition in the park, atmospheric street cafes, street artists and, of course, music.

‘Life?’ – Plektrum Festival
Place: City centre & special events in other parts of the city

Date: 8–18 September 2011

www.plektrumfestival.ee
Plektrum brings the spirit and unusual events of the world’s great metropolises to Tallinn, presenting and examining the crossover points between modern culture, art, music and education. The international festival offers contemporary classical and electronic music concerts and parties inspired by its main theme, chances to meet some of the world’s foremost artists and thinkers, VJs and DJs, urban installations, art projects and performances, workshops, technology and social projects fostering ways of thinking that support environmentally friendly and community-based cooperation. In order to unravel and piece together the central theme – ‘Life?’ – serious questions and daring futuristic visions will be battling it out at exhibitions and as part of the Thinking Machines. Visitors will also be able to dance the night away at the legendary festival club and music events, headlined by superstar DJs and set to the visions of the future of VJs.

SEB Tallinn Marathon 

Place: Tallinn’s seaside area, Old Town, city centre & Freedom Square
Date: 11 September 2011
www.jooks.ee
www.tallinnmarathon.ee
Many of the world’s biggest cities use the 42.195 km marathon distance to promote their sights – take Berlin, London or New York as examples. Tallinn is small compared to these cities, but nevertheless rich and unique in terms of its attractions – an ancient and modern city between east and west. The Old Town, the city walls, the towers, Freedom Square and the green parks present a fine sight for both tourists and the extremely fit. The largest public sports event in the Baltic States will bring thousands of participants from dozens of countries to Tallinn. This event is also meant for the whole family, with not only a full marathon but a half-marathon, 10 km and Nordic walking distances and children’s activities.

Sebastian Nübling & Simon Stephens – ‘Three Kingdoms’
Place: Theatre NO99 
Date: September 2011
www.no99.ee 

September will see the premiere of Sebastian Nübling’s production of a detective story about an international business where the goods are not products, but people. The costumes are being designed by Estonia’s own Ene-Liis Semper. Audiences will be presented with an international project featuring actors from three different countries. Stephens, one of the most highly regarded writers of Britain’s younger generation, is writing the play especially. The story itself takes place in the United Kingdom, Germany and Estonia. Nübling is one of the most renowned directors working in the German-language world, having won dozens of awards. The designer is Muriel Gerstner, with music by Lars Wittershagen. The actors appearing in the play will be from Theatre NO99 as well as Germany and the United Kingdom.
Design Night 2011 – People’s needs as the catalyst for change
Place: Rotermann district and vicinity

Date: 16–25 September 2011

www.disainioo.ee 

This high-calibre design festival serves as a demonstration of the nature of design and an introduction to the work of Estonian designers. The Sixth Design Night takes place in the framework of the European innovation festival ‘If...’ and focuses on intangible design. Discussions will centre on social engagement, while conferences will introduce innovation achievements and service design. ‘Tallinn For All’ workshops will involve groups of people with special needs. An exhibition on the history of Estonian design and innovation, Pecha Kucha, a design auction, competitions, exciting events in city galleries and grand weekend fashion shows will be magnets for everyone interested in design. International state-of-the-art design applications can also be seen in connection with the European Design Management award exhibition and gala. The festival’s guest of honour will be France.

October:
Kristian Smeds: Karamazov Workshop
Place: Katel (Tallinn) & Manilla (Turku)

Date: Premiere on 1 October in Tallinn, with performances from October to November in Tallinn and Turku

www.smedsensemble.fi 

www.vonkrahl.ee
There is no doubt that Kristian Smeds is currently Finland’s most outstanding and daring theatre director. His unexpected and highly personal takes on classics are famous, sometimes even notorious, and make theatre festival circuits from Moscow to Brussels. They require a new type of flexible actor – just the kind trained by Von Krahl Theatre in collaboration with the University of Tartu’s Viljandi Culture Academy. So that the task is worthy of the performers, Dostoevsky enters the picture with his most complex and weighty work. The big questions of the novel turn into powerful pictures on stage through music, dance and DIY art: God, love and death; the state of humanity; good vs evil; guilt and fear. Smeds leads an expedition into the depths of the Russian soul. 

“What is awful is that beauty is not always terrible but also a secretive thing. In it, the devil fights God, but the battleground is the human heart.” –  Dostoevsky, The Brothers Karamazov

Tallinn Month of Photography 2011
Place: Tallinn exhibition spaces and around the city

Date: October 2011 (opening events from 3–8 October)

www.fotokuu.ee
October will see Tallinn’s exhibition spaces and the city beyond filled with photographs, informing people about and reflecting the photographic medium and the opportunities it presents in today’s world. The focus will be on local photographic history – the pictorial heritage held in museum and archive collections. The month will get people thinking about the kind of pictorial memory that is being generated today and whether photography is adequately and knowingly implemented in studies of our society. The broad field of meaning of the medium will be examined, as well as the boundaries between the documentary and fine arts and different techniques and concepts. The exhibition programme will be supported by themed events: guided tours, evening get-togethers, film screenings and workshops. At a time when photography is so widespread and available, it pays to think about the medium more critically. 

12th international new music festival NYYD 2011: Symphonies of the Future 

Place: Concert halls in Tallinn 

Date: 20–28 October 2011 

www.concert.ee 

For two decades, the NYYD festival has brought audiences the most exciting and innovative sound creations from Estonia and the rest of the world, brought the most important composers and top interpreters of the era to Tallinn, and commissioned and premiered nearly 180 new works by Estonian composers. In looking for a common thread with artists with a vision of the future of symphonic music, the festival features music performed at an unprecedented level – and one that is outstanding on the European level too – world-renowned composers and conductors conducting their own work. James MacMillan will conduct his own pieces, performed by the Britten Sinfonia, while talented composer, conductor and singer H. K. Gruber will conduct his own solo concert with the Estonian National Symphony – and much more of just as noteworthy a kind. 

The Symphonies of the Future theme is complemented and highlighted in contrast by ‘alternatives’ – a selection of surprising experimental programmes. Special attention will be merited by the multimedia performance of François Sarhan and renowned South African visual artist William Kentridge, entitled Telegrams from the Nose, and performed by the Belgian ensemble Ictus; and Stuart Gerbers’ solo performance featuring Karlheinz Stockhausen’s Himmels–Tür. 

Bosch & Bruegel: One Painting, Four Histories
Place: Kadriorg Art Museum

Date: 22 October 2011–4 March 2012

www.ekm.ee/kadriorg 

This international project involving conservators and art historians will see specialists from Denmark, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Belgium and Estonia carry out a thorough study of four paintings, both technically and from the point of view of art history. The paintings, which originate from the Netherlands in the 16th century, all represent the same composition: ‘Christ Driving the Traders from the Temple’. The exact origins of the paintings, including when, where and by whom they were painted, remain a mystery. All four versions of the painting will go on display as part of this multimedia exhibition, which will move on to Copenhagen and Glasgow in 2012. Such devices as infrared and X-ray machines will give visitors an insight into the process of the paintings’ production, as well as a glimpse into the secret world of the conservation of artworks.

November:
Tallinn Black Nights Film Festival (PÖFF)
Place: Tallinn, Tartu, Kärdla, Kuressaare, Jõhvi, Narva, Rakvere, Valga, Viljandi, Paide, Pärnu and more

Date: 18 November–4 December 2011

www.poff.ee
Being held for the 15th time, one of north-eastern Europe’s biggest and most important film festivals brings the cinema to the city and brings animators to Tallinn. Thanks to its unique structure, PÖFF offers a look at the year’s best animations, student films and short films, feature and documentary films and children’s and youth films, and entices everyone to grab their mobiles and try their hand at making films themselves. A total of more than 500 full-length and short films will be screened during the festival, representing almost 75 countries. PÖFF is attended by around 60,000 film fans each year. The streets linking Tallinn’s cinemas will be decorated with video installations and other visual solutions. Tallinn, the mecca of European animation, will host an international animation training event called AnimaCampus Tallinn, while the Baltic Event and Black Market are planned for the film industry.

NU Performance Festival IV
Place: Kanuti Gildi SAAL & CAME
Date: November 2011

www.saal.ee
Being held for the fourth time, the NU Performance Festival drifts among the interdisciplinary spaces between art forms – performance and theatre, pop music and contemporary dance. In some sense, it is an amorphous and dynamic playing field where different areas, understandings and traditions intertwine. In this no man’s land, hybrid forms of culture arise, new symbiotic creatorship positions are formed and culture and its potential is reconsidered. This was the ideological platform on which the first festival was based in 2005, and it remains relevant in defining the festival’s ideals. 

Signa: new performance
Place: Tallinn

Date: 28 November–11 December 2011

www.signa.dk
www.tallinn2011.ee
The Signa group’s work is among the most unusual and innovative art and theatre projects in Scandinavia. It is place-specific – they rephrase and restage abandoned buildings and complexes, creating timeless, enigmatic environments into which the audience can delve in search of experiences for shorter or longer intervals.

Signa’s work is a blend of pop culture and elements of the entertainment industry and film world, all of which is arranged in counterpoint to the reality that surrounds us. Most of their works spans a hundred hours and is perhaps most reminiscent of a role-playing game – a game whose rules are created by artists but whose development depends on the visitor’s presence: each person’s choice as to how long they stay in the room and what role they intend to play in the lives of the protagonists.

Signa creates true participatory theatre. Theatre viewers have perhaps never been as free or simultaneously as manipulated as they are in Signa’s parallel world. Their work is a haunting world which will inhabit Tallinn all winter.

‘New Baltic Drama 2011’ international play competition
Place: Tallinn City Theatre, National Theatre (Stockholm), Baltiskii Dom (St Petersburg) & Turku City Theatre
Date: November 2011
www.balticdrama.com
www.linnateater.ee
Inspired by the fact that the European Capitals of Culture for 2011 are Tallinn and Turku, four cities on the Baltic Sea – Tallinn, Turku, St Petersburg and Stockholm – launched the international play competition ‘New Baltic Drama 2011’ in autumn 2009. An international jury selected Martin Algus’ Contact (Estonia), Pipsa Lonkka’s These Little Town Blues Are Melting Away (Finland), Johanna Emanuelsson’s Älfsborg Bridge (Sweden) and Semjon Kirov’s Ilja’s Day (Russia) as the four winners. The plays will not be performed in their own countries, however – instead, they will be staged in neighbouring countries. Performances based on all four winning works will be seen in November at the joint festival ‘New Baltic Drama 2011’ in Turku and Tallinn, and performances are currently being planned for St Petersburg and Stockholm.

December:
BOE 11 (a.k.a. Battle of EST)
Place: Arigato sports club, Tallinn & Vanemuine concert hall, Tartu

Date: 2–3 December 2011

www.dancinmachine.org
www.tantsuakadeemia.ee
To date, the Battle of EST (BOE) has been the biggest street dance festival in Northern Europe and the Baltics, centred on breakdance and other popular styles of street dance. BOE now plans to become one of the world’s most prestigious events in the genre, with the winners of the four biggest tournaments in the world scheduled to meet for the first time in street dancing history, thanks to which the BOE winner can claim the unofficial title of world champion. Up to 300 dancers from 20 countries will take part in the event. The public will consist of young people involved in hip-hop culture and people who are open-minded about how to think and how to live.

The international project is also supported by the City of Tartu, the embassies of the United States of America, Sweden, Finland, Norway, Denmark and the Netherlands, the German Cultural Institute, the Estonian Ministry of Culture, the Ministry of Education and Research, the Gambling Tax Council, the Cultural Endowment of Estonia and the private sector.

Gingerbread art and design exhibition – Gingerbread Mania
Place: Design and architecture gallery
Date: 15 December 2011–5 January 2012
www.piparkoogimaania.ee
Christmas time will bring a unique and playful art and design event called Gingerbread Mania – something not seen anywhere else in the world! All of the items on display in this exhibition will be made of gingerbread dough and everything will contain a big dollop of magic. Nothing will be what it appears to be at first glance. Over a period of a few weeks, the work of 100 Estonian artists and designers will go on display, offering visitors delectable excitement and an invitation to go on an adventure into a plentiful, fragrant dream world. 

The closing ceremony of the Capital of Culture:
Unique demonstration of Tallinn church bells tolling in harmony during the closing ceremony of the Capital of Culture
Place: Old Town

Date: December 2011

www.crescendo.ee 

The bells of church towers have been silent of late, but now they will ring again, together, for the benefit of the citizens of their Hanseatic town – all thanks to modern technology. The united performance of Tallinn’s church bells will produce a sound not heard anywhere else in the world, and the best place to hear it will be at the Capital of Culture closing ceremony in the heart of the Old Town. The performance is being composed by Margo Kõlar. Every citizen will have a chance to record their name in the sound of the church bells.

One of the themes of the Capital of Culture, ‘stories of the living Old Town’, speaks of Tallinn as a city where time has never stopped. The restoration of Tallinn’s church bells and their ringing in harmony from now on will turn over a new leaf in the history of the Old Town and city in general. May the sound of the bells remain a Tallinn landmark for centuries!

Arve Henriksen and Terje Isungset’s World of Glass
Place: Katel
Date: 21–22 December 2011

www.tallinn2011.ee
During Christmas, a rare and fragile world of glass will open in Tallinn, and for the first time glass instruments made by Estonian glass artists will be used to perform music on stage. Fairytale rhythmic patterns and meditative melodies will be created on two evenings by two of the most exciting performers in the Norwegian improvisational genre – trumpeter Arve Henriksen and percussion virtuoso Terje Isungset. Glass will take on a different kind of life thanks to the Estonian glass artists and Norwegian musicians, and speak to listeners in the language of music.

Arve Henriksen is one of the hottest names on European jazz stages, and Terje Isungset knows no boundaries in the world of rhythm. Ice, wood, stones, horns, bells, glass – they are all transformed into one-of-a-kind instruments. Each year, in January, instruments made of ice from northern Norway are created for the IceMusic Festival.

